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Question and Answer with Gerald Jones, 
the Petitcodiac Fire Chief.  Recently Gerald 
was named Canadian Volunteer Fire Chief 
of the Year out of roughly 3500 volunteer 
fire departments. 
Q : How long have you been volunteering  
with the Petitcodiac Fire Department? 
A: I joined in April of 1968, so I have been 
volunteering for 46 ½ years and I’ve been 
with Petty for all those years.  
Q: How long have you been Fire Chief?
A:. I had been working very closely with 
Chief Dyson Waterbury for a long time, and 
upon his death in 1996 I was appointed fire 
chief.
Q: What made you want to volunteer with 
the fire department? 
A: My brother was already on the depart-
ment a year before I joined and another 
fireman, Donnie Coates, suggested that I 
should join the fire dept. Also, Dyson was 
my Scout Master and his son Mernie was 
my best friend growing up, and he also told 
me that I should join. I also remember Dy-
son telling me that I would be chief one day. 
Q: How did you find out that you were se-
lected for the award for Canadian Volunteer 
Fire Chief of the year, and what was your 
first thought when you had been chosen?  
A: Protective Services Counselor Dan 
Pollock and Counselor Peter Saunders, my 
Deputy Fire Chief, asked me if I had read 

my emails and told me to do so. I told him 
that I had read them about an hour ago, and 
did not see anything that drew my atten-
tion. He said I needed to reread them. And 
then he said that Counselor Pollock was 
with him and asked me to go over to Kents. 
When I arrived, they told me of the award, 
and I honestly thought they were pulling my 
leg, but when I realized they were serious, 
I was pretty emotional.  I then went back 
to the station and read the two e-mails and 
could hardly believe what I was reading.
Q: When and where did the ceremony take 
place?  Did anyone know about this event?
A: The ceremony was held at the Westin 
Hotel in Ottawa,  on September 17 of this 
year at the Canadian Association of Fire 
Chiefs (CAFC) annual convention.  All the 
expenses for my wife and me to attend were 
paid for by the CAFC.   Not a lot of people 
knew about the award, because there was a 
strict press embargo on the announcement 
and the association did not want the media 
to know until after the official awards gala 
was over. 
Q: How was the experience?
A: It was very overwhelming. I was really 
nervous being out of my element and not 
knowing anyone. Then I ran into Jody Price 
the Chief of the Oromocto Fire Department. 
He was like a young man leading his father 
by the hand through the whole experience. 

Gerald Jones receives prestigious award ... Canada’s Volunteer Fire Chief of the Year.
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