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History of Spot  and Grand Opening of New Building Pictures. 
History of SPOT (Support People 
of Today) 1986 – 2015
Prepared by Shirley Murphy

   Definition of SPOT group:  informal 
group of concerned citizens, committed to 
caring and sharing with others.
   Our first Christmas we were off to visit 
seniors, shut-ins and do some carol sing-
ing.  We had 2 bundles of apples, 2 cases 
of oranges and candy canes.  We packed a 
box for a needy family December 22.  We 
delivered fruit baskets, bought teddy bears 
for two young people who were ill.  Already 
local groups wanted to help.
   1987 – We kept raising money through 
dances, fudge sales, suppers.  We registered 
2 bursaries of $100.00 each for Bursaries 
Industrial Art Students at PRHS.  At the end 
of November a special meeting was called 
– Community Volunteer Action Group or 
CVA wanted to partner and operate a cloth-
ing and food depot.  In December Hollis 
Steeves guest speaker at our meeting (local 
MLA) had Wade’s Shell Station for us to 
lease.
   1988 – April the lease was signed and 
we were in business.  Lots of maintenance 
needed to be done; we received a grant of 
$7500.00 from the government.  In June we 
opened for clothing only.  Volunteers from 

churches and schools did food drives.  Deep 
freezers started arriving all used as well as a 
washer and drier were donated. 
   The Grand opening was February 10, 
1989. The facility was dedicated by Rev. 
Jazen / Master of Ceremonies was Rankin 
Smith.  There were 80 people in attendance.  
We were opened Wednesday, Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday.  We now had a cookbook 
project on board (100).   
   In April 1990 the basement was being pre-
pared to house men’s wear also 179 families 
had been served with food by this time. 
   In 1995 the department of Social Services 
brought a set of guidelines.  As of 1994 
sales were $1700.00.  By 1996 we had a 
new furnace installed, new roof Labor Day 
weekend – all volunteers, gravel for the 
driveway and we put up outside lights.
   By 1997 the food bank had helped 513 
families and the grant was now $12,000.00.  
At this time there were talks that the 
government wanted to sell the building.  In 
January of 2002 we acquired legal counsel 
to discuss the sale of SPOT.    
   February 2005 was devastating to say the 
least when we arrived at SPOT in the morn-
ing and someone had broken in and stole 
food.  How could that have happened and See page 6 for Petitcodiac 

See page 19 for Salisbury 
Continued Story and pictures on page 9 Continued Story and pictures on page 9 
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RATES AS LOW AS OR REBATES UP TO

$3,200*

FOR UP TO 84 MONTHS

22 Baig Blvd., Moncton Hwy 15, Wheeler Exit ‘0’              Tel: 857-8611 Toll Free: 1-800-961-4555

Dani Wheaton
Product Advisor

*see dealer for full details

Old Location 
Maple St. 

New Location 
5 Mill Rd. 
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