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Sunday, May 10th

Mother’s Day It wasn’t long after the Petitcodiac River 
Causeway was constructed in the late 
1960’s that those who had an interest in 
the river realized that the causeway and the 
poorly constructed fish way were a major 
impediment to the passage of fish.
Before the causeway the Petitcodiac River 
Watershed was home to Atlantic Salmon, 
brook trout, shad, gaspereaux, striped bass 
and many other species of fish. The Petitco-
diac drains a watershed of approximately 
2,071 sq. kms or 800 sq. miles from three 
Counties.
In the 1980’s members of the Petitcodiac 
Sportsman’s Club (PSC) began working on 
projects to restore the once plentiful runs of 
Atlantic Salmon throughout the watershed. 
One of the most successful and rewarding 
projects that the PSC has been involved 
with is the Fish Friends Program.
Fish Friends is an educational program de-
veloped by the Atlantic Salmon Federation 
(ASF) and delivered by volunteers through 
its Regional Councils. Here in this province 
the NB Salmon Council is responsible for 
this program. The PSC is a member of the 
NB Salmon Council.
Fish Friends is part of the curriculum of 
Grades 4, 5 and 6 in schools throughout 
the wild Atlantic Salmon’s range in North 
America. This program introduces children 
to Atlantic Salmon by means of the activi-

ties described in the curriculum guide and 
through the hands-on activity of raising 
salmon and trout eggs in classroom incuba-
tion to the fry stage after which students 
release the fry into local streams. Students 
nurture the fish while learning about habitat, 
adaptation, biodiversity, life cycles, fresh-
water ecology, sustainability and steward-
ship. 
Students and teachers have been involved 
with Fish Friends since 1999 when volun-
teers led by Gerry Tingley of the PSC intro-
duced this program in Elgin. Gerry Tingley 
has spearheaded this program in schools 
in Salisbury, Petitcodiac and Havelock for 
many years with assistance from Herb Holt, 
Alan Goddard and Sterling Goddard. This 
year Gerry will step back from the program 
and the program is being led by Sterling 
Goddard. Gerry’s work throughout the years 
with Petitcodiac River restoration and par-
ticularly Fish Friends is very much appreci-
ated by the PSC.
Recently salmon eggs from the Fisheries & 
Oceans Hatchery at Mactaquac have been 
delivered to the three schools by Sterling 
Goddard. These eggs will be raised by the 
students under the direction of teachers and 
staff with a planned release as fry in the 
Petitcodiac watershed sometime in June of 
this year.
The Fish Friends Program is very dependent 

on the teachers and staff of the Salisbury, 
Petitcodiac and Havelock schools for their 
support and the PSC applauds them for their 
involvement and dedication.
Today about 700 schools in the Atlantic 
Provinces as well as the New England 
States participate in this program. (New-
foundland to New England) 
It is important that all anglers release 
young salmon (parr and smolt) that they 
inadvertently catch while fishing for trout. 
To facilitate this the PSC has designed and 
printed a large number of posters show-
ing the points of difference between young 
salmon and brook trout and will make them 
available to anglers or others upon request. 
In addition a number of these posters will 
be placed along various brooks and streams 
in the watershed by the PSC.
Please do not forget to support our annual 
fundraising dinner that will be held at the 
Petitcodiac Legion the evening of May 
22nd. 
For more information check out our website 
at www.sportsmansclub.ca
Yours in conservation
Ron Whitehead
President
Petitcodiac Sportsman’s Club 

Petitcodiac Sportsman’s Club & River Restoration
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